
 

October 17, 2021 
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This weekend, we celebrate Catholic Charities Sunday and acknowledge the positive works 
of Catholic Charities. As Catholics, we are called to care for our neighbors in need. In our 
local communities, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Raleigh is leading the effort to serve 
and providing opportunities for all of us to put our faith into practice.   
 
The mission of Catholic Charities is to provide help to our brothers and sisters by alleviating 
the effects of poverty and to create hope by developing solutions to transform lives. This 
work has never been more important. This past year, the five food pantries operated by 
Catholic Charities distributed over three million pounds of healthy food to families in need. 
In more remote and underserved areas of our diocese, mobile food pantries were initiated to 
eliminate geographic and transportation barriers, creating greater access to this most basic 
human need. 

 
Catholic Charities has remained strong in the face of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Staff and volunteers have positively impacted the lives of over 48,000 individuals through 
their core programs of Disaster Services, Family Advancement Services, Food Pantry 
Services, and Immigration Legal Services. Many Catholic Charities programs went virtual, 
allowing for services to continue in a safe manner, while expanding our reach the diocese.  
Immigration and counseling sessions, parenting classes, and the Hispanic children’s 
program all adopted a virtual model, allowing access despite geographic location. 
 
On this Catholic Charities Sunday, I would like to share my appreciation for the dedicated 
individuals who graciously give of their time to care for the vulnerable families in our 
community and to thank our generous donors who provide the financial resources to allow 
Catholic Charities to accomplish their incredible work.  I am grateful for your support and 
continued prayers for the work of Catholic Charities and those that they serve.   
 
           In Christ, 

 
       † Luis Rafael Zarama, J.C.L. 

Bishop of Raleigh 


