
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND THE ROLE OF MARY IN THE NEW CREATION 

The following statement by St. Peter Chrysologus (Doctor of Homilies) triggered some deeper 
thoughts in me about the importance of Mary and her role in the work of salvation. He said: 
“The first Adam was formed from valueless clay, the second Adam came forth from the 
precious womb of the Virgin. In the case of the first Adam, earth was changed into flesh; in the 
case of the second Adam, flesh was raised up to be God.”


In these words of the saint, we see how God shows us the sample of what he intends for all of 
us. He intends that we are to be unblemished without any wrinkle and that we live eternally 
with him. God showed us how much he meant this when Mary was conceived without in the 
Immaculate Conception and then in the Assumption when she was taken body and soul into 
heaven.


Here is one important thing to note: when St. Paul said that anyone who is in Christ is a new 
creation, we see immediately that just as the tool for the old creation of human beings was the 
clay, the new creation also requires a tool, which the womb (flesh) of Mary provides. One could 
see the big exchange here that corresponds with the rule of typology where reality supersedes 
its prototype: the clay in the old creation was elevated to human flesh, while the flesh (that of 
Mary taken by Christ) was elevated to be with God. In other words, humanity was divinized in 
Christ through Mary whose flesh made that possible. God did not have flesh and blood, but 
required it for the “new creation,” which he will make of humanity to be elevated to himself. You 
cannot imagine, therefore, that God would allow the tool he would use for this project to have 
sin or see corruption. If Mary had not been immaculately conceived, the new creation would 
have been inferior to the old. It would mean that the body, which was taken by the Lord and 
with which he began the new creation, was inferior to the tool used to establish the old 
creation. If Adam and Eve were created sinless as a tool for the old creation, how much more 
would Mary, whose flesh was taken by Christ as a tool for the new creation, be impeccably 
made sinless?
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