
Brothers and Sisters as we celebrate July 4 and our Independence, did you know 
it is okay to be patriotic? Even with the good and the bad. 

This can be found in our Catholic Catechism, Bible, and Tradition (i.e., the Angelic Doc-
tor, St. Thomas Aquinas): 

Let us begin with Obedience: 
Obedience is meant to be followed by all Christians. 

The ultimate purpose of obedience is to commit our will completely to the service of God 
in imitation of Christ. 

We find this evidenced by the 4th commandment: To Honor father and mother. 
Thus, Patriotism falls under the 4th Commandment:  

To honor thy parents. 

Obedience is linked to piety: giving our allegiance first to God, then our parents, 
and then to Church and State. 

- This includes due respect to officials and symbols (see Tit 3:1; Rom 13:2,7): Thus, why 
would we burn, or not honor the flag? 

This also includes anyone who has God’s authority over us for our good. [(CCC 2197) 
(Holy Father, Holy See, Curia, Diocesan level, parish level also giving to Caesar what is 
his)]. 

We should give obedience and honor to God and country, specifically when our laws are 
not contrary to God’s Eternal Law, and the Law placed in our hearts, that can be known 
by natural-reason (Natural Law). And when we see unjust laws, we seek to change 
them to honor God’s Law, and to seek authentic justice for All. 

So, It is ok to honor your country, and to continue to pray and to ask our Lord to heal our 
past sins. But we will only be successful if we pray to return to the powerful law of God, 
the creator and author of just laws. 

Sister Faustina, who gave us the Divine Mercy Message, received this from Je-
sus. This can be found in her diary. 

Prayer for Our Native Country 

Meditation: 
Once, after an adoration for our country, a pain pierced my soul, and I began to pray in 
this way: “Most merciful Jesus, I beseech You through the intercession of Your Saints, 
and especially the intercession of Your dearest Mother who nurtured You from child-
hood, bless my native land. I beg You, Jesus, look not on our sins, but on the tears of 



little children, on the hunger and cold they suffer. Jesus, for the sake of these innocent 
ones, grant me the grace that I am asking of You for my country.” At that moment, I saw 
the Lord Jesus, His eyes filled with tears, and He said to me, You see, My daughter, 
what great compassion I have for them. Know that it is they who uphold the world 
(Diary, 286). 

My Prayer Response: 
Lord Jesus, our country, too, needs sustained prayer for mercy. Our homeland has be-
come secularized and materialistic. It no longer pays attention to Your moral law, nor 
does it seek to know You and trust in You. Lord, have mercy on our nation! 

*The words of Jesus appear in boldface type


