
Brothers and sisters, as we come to a close for Catholic School Week I would like to post this in 
support of Catholic Schools and Catholic Education. And thank you Father Peter Stravinkas. 

The first week of January was a hit-parade for the Church in the United States. We honored St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and St. John Neumann (4th & 5th). 

Elizabeth Seton (1776-1821) was a wife, mother, and widow. After her conversion, the first bishop in the United 
States, John Carroll, urged her to open a Catholic school in Maryland and then to found the first community of 
women religious in the young nation. Little did he or she know that they were sowing the seeds of the first 
parochial school system in the history of the Church. Less than a century later, Bishop Neumann (1860) embarked 
on the first diocesan school system in the country. When he became the Ordinary in Philly, there was one Catholic 
school in his diocese; when he died (8 years later), there were 200 schools! 

Mother Seton was canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1975; Bishop Neumann, by the same Pontiff in 1977. In the 
canonization homilies, the Holy Father highlighted the work of both saints in the establishment of Catholic 
schools in our country. They were the second and third American citizens to be canonized 

First and most importantly, Mother Seton and Bishop Neumann were persons of a deep and abiding faith in 
Divine Providence. They didn’t conduct massive and expensive feasibility studies to determine the potential 
success of their projects. Indeed, had they done so, not a single school would have been opened. 

Secondly, they were people of vision. They realized, with Archbishop John Hughes of New York, that without 
schools, there would be no future for the Church in this country. In their time, the threat to the faith came from 
vicious anti-Catholicism, which burned Catholic churches, schools and convents. Today, the threat comes from a 
secularism which permeates our “public” schools, harming the souls of our children, & responsible for the loss of 
faith in Catholic children by sixth grade – according to the latest and most reliable surveys. 

Are Catholic schools perfect? Of course not. They are not and never were, but they are still the finest means 
available to the Church for the work of evangelization.  

Sociological surveys consistently show that graduates of post-Vatican II Catholic schools continue to be markedly 
different from their public school counterparts, especially in regard to Sunday Mass attendance, thoughts on 
abortion, value of each person, willingness to consider a priestly or religious vocation, and generosity to the local 
parish (both in service and donations).  

If all of this is true, then why are our schools not bursting at the seams? Well, first of all, it is important to say that 
in many parts of the country, there is a real flowering of Catholic education, But why not universally so? 

Is it lack of faith? Maybe...but it’s definitely a lack of commitment on the part of the Church: clergy and laity alike. 
When was the last time you heard a homily by a priest or read a pastoral letter by a bishop declaring the need of 
support for our schools by the ENTIRE Catholic community (not just parents) and the importance for parents to 
enroll their children in our schools. 

It is not enough for clergy to say nice things about Catholic schools every so often. But to also challenge the 
priorities of parents, who prefer 300 cable channels to a very modest tuition for a Catholic school? Most parochial 
and diocesan high schools cost less than $7000. How is it that the most affluent Catholic population in the history 
of the Church cannot maintain an educational system begun by penniless immigrants? 



What gives me hope? The little Diocese of Wichita is able to offer tuition-free schools from kindergarten through 
high school? Should we be surprised that the this small Diocese is ordaining ten priests a year – more than the 
three largest dioceses in the country? 

My guess is that 80% of you at Mass this evening are the products of Catholic education. And this week, we 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Resolve to be a vocal supporter and promoter of Catholic education. In gratitude 
for the gift of faith nurtured through your Catholic schooling, make a contribution to Catholic Education. 

Let me conclude with some observations of the convert-monk and poet of the twentieth century,Thomas Merton. 
Reflecting on some years of his boyhood spent in France between the two world wars, he contrasted, in The Seven 
Story Mountain, the state school in the village with the Catholic one: 

When I think of the Catholic parents who sent their children to a school like that, I begin to wonder what was 
wrong with their heads. Down by the river, in a big clean white building, was a college run by the Marist Fathers. I 
had never been inside it: indeed, it was so clean that it frightened me. But I knew a couple of boys who went to it. 
They were sons of the little lady who ran the pastry shop opposite the church at St. Antonin and I remember them 
as nice fellows, very pleasant and good. It never occurred to anyone to despise them for being pious. And how 
unlike the products of the Lycée they were! 

When I reflect on all this, I am overwhelmed at the thought of the tremendous weight of moral responsibility that 
Catholic parents accumulate upon their shoulders by not sending their children to Catholic schools. Those who are 
not of the Church have no understanding of this. They cannot be expected to. As far as they can see, all this 
insistence on Catholic schools is only a money-making device by which the Church is trying to increase its 
domination over the minds of men, and its own temporal prosperity. And of course most non-Catholics imagine 
that the Church is immensely rich, and that all Catholic institutions make money hand over fist, and that all that 
money is stored away somewhere to buy gold and silver dishes for the Pope and cigars for the College of Cardinals. 
(Our budget). 

Is it any wonder that there can be no peace in a world where everything possible is being done to guarantee that 
the youth of every nation will grow up absolutely without moral and religious discipline, and without the shadow 
of an interior life, or of that spirituality and charity and faith which alone can safeguard the treaties and 
agreements made by governments? 

My dear friends, we need to revive “The Spirit of 1884,” in which the bishops of our nation issued their clarion call 
to have every Catholic child in a Catholic school. In that way and only in that way, shall we stave off the emergence 
of another generation growing up “according to the standards of a civilization without moral courage and 
Christian virtue ethics.” (Justin Martyr) 

I have seen courage in a father dropping off his daughter at the small, catholic school, rather 
than the more prestigious option down the street with the gym, smart boards, and running 
track, because her soul is more precious to him than the empty praise of the world. (IOP 
Accredited). 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, & St. John Neumann, pray for us and our Catholic schools. 


