
Story of the Divine Mercy Devotion 

The story of the Divine Mercy Message and Devotion makes for great reading. 

-Extraordinary visions and revelations, miraculous answers to prayers, a dramatic escape from war torn 
Poland, a temporary ban by the church, and then strong support from St. John Paul II. 

-The writings of, an uneducated nun of the Congregation of “Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy” in Poland, St. 
Faustina Kowalska, is the source of the message and devotion. With 3 years of education in WWI torn 
Poland - upon entering the convent as an adult, she received the perceived lowly and simple jobs. 

-In the 1930’s St. Faustina received from the Lord a message of mercy that she was told to spread 
throughout the world. She was asked to become a model of God’s mercy to others and to re-emphasize 
God’s plan of mercy for the world. 

-In obedience to her spiritual director, Fr. Sopocko, and the Lord’s request. St. Faustina wrote a diary of 
some 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God’s Mercy. Concerned of her own 
unworthiness and terrified at the thought of trying to write anything, she nonetheless began 
keeping a dairy in 1934. 

-For 4 years she recorded Divine Revelations and mystical experiences, together with her thoughts, 
insights and prayers. In simple language the message repeats and clarifies the Gospel story of God’s love 
for His people, emphasizing, above all, the need to trust in His loving action in all aspects of our lives. The 
diary also reveals how to respond to God’s mercy and manifest it to others. 

-In 1958, a prophecy recorded in Sr. Faustina diary about a time of destruction to the work of Divine 
Mercy began to be fulfilled. The Holy See, having received confusing and erroneous translations of diary 
entries, and unable to confirm the authenticity of documents received due to existing political conditions - 
forbade the spreading St. Faustina’s Divine Mercy devotion and message. 

-Some 20 years later in 1978 the ban was lifted thanks to the intervention of the Archbishop of Krakow, 
Karol Cardinal Wojtyla. Once the experts and theologians had an opportunity to see the original 
authenticated entries, they were dumbfounded that the diary of a simple uneducated nun accurately 
articulated deep and complex scriptural and theological truths. 

-Six months later this Archbishop would become John Paul II whose encyclical, Dives in Misericordia – 
Divine Mercy would state how this simple woman-religious brought the Easter Message of the merciful 
Christ closer to Poland and the world. 

The formal beatification of St. Faustina involved the case of Maureen Digan of Massachusetts.  36 years 
later today She is still Maureen, wheel-chair-bound, who quite reluctantly found herself before the tomb 
of Faustina in Poland on the evening of March 28, 1981, and who said, "OK, Faustina, I came a long way, 
now do something." Maureen was healed on the spot from Melroy's lymphedema, an incurable disease. 

-St. Faustina was beatified on 18 April 1993 and canonized on 30 April 2000. Divine Mercy Sunday is 
celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter. 

-The 2nd Sunday of Easter was already a solemnity as the Octave (8th Day) of Easter; nevertheless, the 
title "Divine Mercy Sunday" helps to re-emphasize an ancient liturgical tradition, reflected in a teaching 
attributed to St. Augustine about the Easter Octave, which he called "the days of mercy and pardon," and 
the Day itself "the collection of the days of mercy." 

[[[Liturgically the Easter Octave has always been centered on the theme of Divine Mercy and forgiveness. 
Divine Mercy Sunday, and the message of St. Faustina therefore, point us to the merciful love of God that 
lies behind the whole Paschal Mystery — the whole mystery of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 
— made present for us in the Eucharist and Mass. In this way, it also sums up the whole Easter Octave. 
As St. John Paul II pointed out in his Regina Caeli address on Divine Mercy Sunday, 1995: "the whole 
Octave of Easter is like a single day," and the Octave Sunday is meant to be the day of "thanksgiving for 
the goodness God has shown to man in the whole Easter mystery."]]] 

Let us be open to Mercy in our own lives so we can be open to the Mercy of our Lord. 



The ABC's of Mercy 

-A simple summary of St. Faustina's diary = The ABC’s of mercy: 

A – sk for His Mercy: God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and 
asking Him to pour His mercy on us and on the whole world. 

B – e merciful: God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow though us to others. He wants us to 
extend love and forgiveness to others  - just as He does to us. 

C – ompletely trust: God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust. 
The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive. 

-Emphasizing, above all, the need to trust in His loving action in all aspects of our lives 

“The greater the sinner, the greater the right they have to My mercy.” 


