
Any Place in Your Inn?  

I could not imagine a better place that describes an inn than 
our heart and soul. Therefore, a few days before the 
celebration of the birth of Christ, no question can be as 
important as asking if there is a place for the Lord in our inn? 
The importance of this question lies with the fact that 
although we might be preparing for Christmas, we are not yet 
ready for it. Have you ever asked yourself why the crowd who 

came for the census in Bethlehem would not lend Mary and 
Joseph a space when it must have been obvious that Mary was going through the pain of 
childbearing? Isn’t it ironic that people who came to town for a census were not 
interested in one new additional number right in the place of the census? Human beings 
can be easily prone to caring about what matters less versus what is a priority. In the 
same way, we can be overwhelmingly engrossed with so much buying and selling; 
traveling and partying; and other excitements that accompany this celebratory season 
that we forget to make a place in our hearts for the newly born Christ. Every preparation 
for Christmas must begin with creating a place for the Savior in the inn of our hearts, 
and then extending such space to others. In his Midnight Mass homily during 2007 
Nativity of Our Lord, Pope Benedict had the same message for the world when he said: 
“In some way, mankind is awaiting God, waiting for him to draw near. But when the 
moment comes, there is no room for him. Man is so preoccupied with himself, he has 
such urgent need of all the space and all the time for his own things, that nothing 
remains for others – for his neighbor, for the poor, for God. And the richer men become, 
the more they fill up all the space themselves. And the less there is for others.” Friends, 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation can be the best starting point for this most special time 
of preparation. Avail yourself of it!  

Deacon Matthew


