
25Sun - Readings (Is 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24, 27; Mt 20:1-16) 

The Wages of Sin is Death - Jesus came to offer us Eternal Life as payment for a 
life well lived - to retire – with a wonderful place to go - Heaven. 

-Worldly payment: as a proper compensation for work - you get paid.  
-In Free Markets wages are usually set by the marketplace – Or can be set by the gov-
ernment, which would be called Socialism. As an aside: Socialism never ends well, be-
cause not only does the government replace the freedom of the market to determine 
price & wage; the government will also assume the role of God. 

-Again, thru Jesus - Payment is eternal life for those who participate in His Grace.  

-The Word (Jesus) spoke and all came into existence. God holds everything in exis-
tence - every cell, nucleotide, electron, breath and heartbeat we take, the galaxies, sun, 
moon - all are held in place by the “FIRST CAUSE” - God - Who “Wills all created 
matter into existence” at each moment in time. 

-Each person is created/born to receive payment – A Free Gift - But will we partici-
pate - We are all born into Gods Kingdom, and we will be a part of the DP (The Divine 
Plan) whether we are consciously engaged or not (Whether Gentile/Greek, Jew, Atheist, 
Agnostic, Christian, Spiritual). 

With that said: 
-I went to do last rites – the family thanked me for coming, but didn’t participated in the 
rite - did not even come into the room. I left very sad - I pray they did something 
for the deceased – I thought upon leaving: Do they even consider what happens 
after this life – that we are all going somewhere. 

-I said a funeral for a 3 year old child: When meeting with his parents the mother 
showed me a picture she had taken the day of his death. There was an upside-down 
rainbow in the sky that appeared above the house. I reminded the mother that the con-
ventional rainbow extends from Heaven to earth: representing God extending the 
Covenant to man. The mother said: “I guess God was saying that now our Son has an 
important role in Heaven, so he was called home. It gave the family much comfort.  
-Their precious son had somewhere to go.  
-Our ways are not His ways.  

-Laid hands on an 89 year old man who then opened his eyes:  
-This surprised the family, who had joined the Last Rites, as they surrounded his bed. 
They were not used to him responding at this stage of his illness. 
-As if he had somewhere to go. 
-Our ways are not His ways. 

So our “potential Wage/Earnings:” whether we live to be 3 or 89 is eternal life. 



-While our earthly wage is life & existence given by God - our Heavenly wage is 
eternal life without the evil of tyrants, oppressors, tears and death.  

-Do we live each moment as if we know there is something more – That after this 
life we have somewhere to go – Do we think of God at some level on a daily basis 
– A simple prayer – in a spoken word – in an activity, at leisure, or in nature? 

September 20 is the Feast Day for: 
Andrew Kim and Companions – 19th cent. Korean Martyrs 
“In this world of perils and hardship, if we did not recognize the Lord as our Creator, 
there would be no benefit either in being born or in our continued existence. We have 
come into this world by God’s grace; by that same grace we have received baptism, en-
trance into the Church and the honor of being called Christians. Yet what good will this 
do us if we are Christians in name alone and not in fact? We would have come into the 
world for nothing – And I will add – “and with no place to go.” 

-2nd reading Philippians - For Paul this life is a mere shadow of the life to come.  
-That the vineyard is the church, and all our activity and work is elevated and given pur-
pose when we participate in a life of God’s Grace. 
-Paul was willing to endure chains, prisons, and mistreatment because he knew he had 
somewhere better to go. Jesus pursued Paul even as he persecuted His church. 

-Jesus is the hound of heaven: He is relentless in His pursuit for our salvation. I can't 
imagine the feeling of those who will have resisted His love until the very end?  

 “God looks for us, comes running after us, never lets go, never relents, never gives up. 
The more we run, the more he runs after; the more we hide, the more he looks; the 
more we resist, the more he persists. God loves sinners and associates with them.” 

Do you love me, Peter? Then feed my sheep. He asked this three times - Upon Peter’s 
yes - Jesus then gave him work to do – (for the greater one’s love is - the easier is 
the work - Whether as a priest, religious, parent, grandparent, teacher, single - In 
our daily responsibilities, in the workplace, or even in retirement). 

-If God and Grace are not pursued we become dissatisfied and empty. We are 
wired to participate in the wage and gift of eternal life. To seek God and do all 
things well for love of Him and for the Kingdom. 

-God will accompany us into the world at our birth - will we invite Him to accom-
pany us upon our departure? 

-Do we live this life daily as if we have somewhere to go? 

Blessings- Father Vic Gournas
 


