Rev. J. Victor Gournas, Pastor
910-347-4196, ext. 230
frvic.io mail.com

Reverend Pedro Mufioz Mufioz, OFM Cap.,
Parochial Vicar

910-347-4196, ext. 403
Fraypetercap5@gmail.com

Rev. Ernest Ruede, Pastor Emeritus
Pastoremeritus.iop@gmail.com
910-388-6611

Sr. Barbara Marie Cady, SU
Pastoral Assoc. /Director of Faith Formation
FaithForm.io mail.com
910-347-4196, ext. 401

Deacon James Marapoti

immarapoti@gmail.com

Ms. Jennifer Cupsta,Principal
iopprincipal@gmail.com
910-353-1300

Forgive your

neighbor’s injustice;

then when you pray,

your own sins
willbe forgiven.

Sirach 28:2
September
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Infant of Prague Catholic
Church & School

Marine Blvd, Jacksonville, NC

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil - 5:00PM

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
8:00AM, 10:30AM, 1:00PM, Misa en Espanol

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday — 12Noon
Wednesday — 8:10AM, Thursday — 9:00AM
Thursday — 7PM (Spanish)

Reconciliation:
Saturdays 2:00 - 4:00 PM or by Appointment

MISSION STATEMENT: Called by our Baptism and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, Infant of Prague Catholic Church and School celebrates our Unity in God
through worship, sacraments and adoration. We educate in faith, embrace
stewardship and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

PARISH MOTTO: “Be Christ-like in all we say and do.”

Compassion, Honesty, Reverence, Integrity, Service, Trust

PARISH REGISTRATION: We welcome new parishioners to share fully in our
Parish life. As new members you bring vitality and growth to our parish.

You may call the Parish Office to have a registration form mailed to you or stop
by and complete a registration form at the Parish Office. You may also use the
Parish web site iopnc.org to register online, please call to confirm that your
online registration was received.

BAPTISM: Parental Attendance at a Preparation Class for the first child to be
baptized is mandatory. This class is held on the last Sunda(}/ of each month at
1:30 PM in the Parish Hall, and in Spanish on the 1% and 3" Tuesdays of the
month at 7PM in the Hall. Pre-registration is not required. To have your child
baptized you must meet the following requirements (1) be a registered
parishioner for at least three months (2) be practicing the faith (3) have obtained
the signed Godparent Eligibility form and returned them to the Parish Office.
Please check the bulletin monthly for possible changes of class dates. Parents
planning to have children baptized in the near future can contact the Parish
Office in advance to obtain Godparent Eligibility Forms, these forms will
need to be returned to the Parish Office before any baptism date will be
scheduled.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with a Parish Priest at least six
months before your requested date. To be married at Infant of Prague you must
be a registered member of our Parish for at least six months.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you have a loved one who is in the hospital, a
nursing home or homebound and in need of anointing please notify the Parish
Priest at 910-347-4196 after hours please call 910-581-3101.

Remember we can’t make visitations to people when we are unaware of their
situation.



CHURCH OFFICES & MAILING ADDRESS: 205 Chaney Ave., Jacksonville, N.C., 28540

Telephone (910) 347-41

96 / FAX: (910) 347-9338

BUSINESS HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM UNTIL 5:00PM

NAME

TITLE

E-MAIL ADDESS

PHONE

Mr. Jose Cabrera

Business Manager

iopbmanager@gmail.com

347-4196 ext. 405

Ms. Lisa Kuna

Parish Secretary

Psecretary.iop@gmail.com

347-4196 ext. 400

Mrs. Alicia Brindel

Bookkeeper

iopbookkeeping@gmail.com

347-4196 ext. 404

Mr. Dwane Wade

IOP Thrift Store

iopthriftstore@gmail.com

910-937-1543

Mrs. Rhonda Fullerton

Marketing Coordinator

Rfullerton.iop@gmail.com

910-347-4196 ext. 406

Mrs. Nelle Altman-Boyce

Music Ministry

altboy@ec.rr.com

910-340-3492

Mr. Immanuel Israel

RCIA Coordinator

Immanuel.lsrael2.iop@gmail.com

910-938-1708

Mr. Braulio Rodriguez

Youth Ministry

Braulio.rodriguez.iop@gmail.com

910-347-4196

Mr. Pat Buhr

Liturgical Ministries

ministries1.iop@gmail.com

INFANT OF PRAGUE SCHOOL

501 BORDEAUX ST.

JACKSONVILLE, N.C. 28540

Mrs. Ann Laatsch

| Secretary |

iop@iopschool.net |

910-353-1300

Parish Council Members

Finance Council Members

Jose Arauz

JoseArauz.iop@gmail.com

Tom Kahl (Chair)

Tom.Kahl.iop@gmail.com

Margie Bates

Margie.Bates.iop@gmail.com

Robert Rusch

Traci Bermingham Traci.Bermingham.iop@gmail.com Art Furtney
Patrick Buhr Patrick.Buhr.iop@gmail.com Tim Rhodes
Kris Burritt KrisBurritt.iop@gmail.com Steve Wand

Shay DeCandia

ShayDeCandia.iop@gmail.com

Madeleine Feagle

Madeleine.Feagle.iop@gmail.com

Joseph Frank

Joseph.Frank.iop@gmail.com

Cherry Goodfred

Cherry.Goodfred.iop@gmail.com

Jesus Martinez Marrero

Jesus.Martinez.Marrero.iop@gmail.com

Parish Website: iopnc.org or find us at https://www.facebook.com/INFANTof PRAGUEJacksonvilleNC
Please note there are several IOP Facebook pages listed, please look for the “Infant of Prague Official Site”
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¥ INTENTIONS

AUGUST 30, 2020
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARYTIME

Weekend of September 12 & 13

Saturday 5:00PM
Sunday 8:00AM
10:30AM
1:00PM
Monday 12Noon
Tuesday 12Noon
Wednesday 8:10AM
12Noon
Thursday 9:00AM
7:00PM
Friday 12Noon

People of the Parish

+David Degeberg

Intentions of Anthony & Shay
DeCandia

+Antonia Cardenas

+Carol Ruch

+Clara Allen
For all Priest of the Diocese both
Living & Deceased

+Dave Degeberg

+Francis H. Toth

+Milton Nieves
+

Weekend of September 19 & 20

Saturday 5:00PM

Sunday 8:00AM
10:30AM
1:00PM

+Kay Bradley

People of the Parish

+Larry Stewart

Intentions of Maria & Abraham
Parra

Jn 3:13-17

Jdn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Lk 7:31-35

Lk 7:36-50

Lk 8:1-3

Lk 8:4-15

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11;
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-5;
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22;
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;
Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-8b, 15;
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14;

Sunday: Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18;




Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 13, 2020

Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray,
your own sins will be forgiven. — Sirach 28:2

FINANCIAL NEWS:

NEXT WEEKENDS SECOND COLLECTION:
SCHOOL SUPPORT

From the Pastor's Desh

My fellow parishioners, Please remember a dispensation
by the Bishop has waved the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass for those who have health concerns. We have
begun having mass in the Church at 5:00 PM mass on
Saturday, 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM masses on Sunday and a
1:00 PM Spanish mass. To comply with the social
distancing guidelines we are only able to accommodate
250 parishioners per mass. To attend Mass will be on a
first come first serve basis until we reach the 250
capacity. With the new guidelines of our Governor
you will be required to wear a mask. Please place
your mask on before exiting your vehicles, anyone
who comes to the doors of the Church without a
mask will not be permitted into the Church. Mask
may be removed when you are in the pews but must be
worn for communion. If you do not make the 250 to
attend in the church, or you do not feel comfortable
participating inside the church, you can still participate
outside while listening in your vehicles via an FM
Transmitter or live stream on your phone. Currently the
masses will be streamed on FM 88.1, this is subject to
change due to frequency tuning, please be patient with
us and look for any changes on the church Face Book
page. Communion will be offered to those who choose to
listen in their vehicles as well, more information below. In
order to have a safe and reverent liturgy, we ask that
you adhere to the following guidelines: - If you are at
high risk for health issues, please use your best
judgment. If you would like to use a mask in church, feel
free to do so. - The church will be open 30 minutes prior
to mass and will be closed 10 minutes after the
conclusion of mass. - We will have one entrance open to
the Church. All Parishioners will only be able to enter
through the main entrance. This will give our ushers an
opportunity to guide the parishioners to their seating

area. - There will be no collection during the mass to
avoid everyone touching the collection basket. We will
instead have a basket at the main entrance for offertory
collections. - For those Parishioners listening in their
vehicles or live streaming outside the church, we ask
that you line up by the door to the adoration chapel. A
Eucharistic Minister will be present to distribute
communion. - After the final blessing, our ushers will
assist with the dismissal. All three doors will be available
for exiting. Please no loitering after mass in the church
or on the property. Please continue to be patient and
pray for an end to this pandemic and healing for all those
infected.

Weekend Mass schedule starting
September 12th

Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM
10:30 AM

1:00 PM (Spanish)

Weekday Mass schedule starting
September 14th
Monday 12:00 noon
Tuesday 12:00 noon
Wednesday 8:10 AM (School mass)
Wednesday 12:00 noon
Thursday 9:00 AM
Friday 12:00 noon

**If attending the Wednesday 8:10 School mass, we ask
non-school members to sit in the cry rooms or balcony's.
This will allow the students and school staff to properly
practice social distancing while in church.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL.:

Most Parishioners realize that their Bishop’s Annual
Appeal gifts support the hungry, the homeless, the frail
Instruments of God’s Love  and the sick. But your help goes

3 Aftﬁcr beyond that. Every Parishioner
"‘ benefits from the Bishop’s

Annual Appeal. Every Catholic
pgAY school and Parish faith formation
ST d i program, like the one here in our
: ' Parish, is helped by your gift.
Marriage preparation programs,
seminarian and deacon formation
y: , = as well as a host of other spiritual

and educatlonal act|V|t|es exist through God'’s grace and
your generosity. If you have not yet participated,
Bishop’s Annual Appeal pledge envelopes are available
in the church, or you can donate online at
GivetoBAA.org. Thank you for your generosity.



BULLETIN ARTICLES:

All bulletin items must be submitted to the Parish
Office in writing or e-mailed to
psecretary.iop@gmail.com no later than 10:000AM
on Monday. If Monday falls on a holiday items still
need to be submitted by 10AM.

Online s Giving

from OurSundayVisitor

Between demanding schedules, summer traveling or just
trying to get out the door on time for Mass, it can be
challenging to tithe on a regular basis as God calls us to
do. Plus, for many families, the parish is one of the last
places where you still have to use a checkbook or cash.

Infant of Prague offers online giving for families to easily
give one-time as well as weekly gifts! Simply make a
secure donation via electronic check or debit/credit card
by visiting www.osvonlinegiving.com. And if you choose
to set up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email
to create your own online donor account to manage your
gifts. It's as easy as online shopping or banking!

@ DOWNLOAD
MYPARISH APP

Stay up-to-date with what is going on in your parish
throughout the week. With myParish app you can
receive and easily respond to messages from your
parish. Text app to phone number 88202, or visit
myparishapp.com to download. Information cards in
both English and Spanish with instructions are available
in the church entrances.

. Vg

FoodPant Iy

The Food Pantry is in need of the following items:

tuna fish, soups (large and small cans), ravioli, spaghetti,
pasta sauce, 1 Ib. bags of rice, jelly, ramen noodles,
baked beans, cereal, mac ‘n cheese. Since the COVID
pandemic began we have served over 459 families.
Thank you for your continued donations.

THRIFT STORE NEWS:

The thrift store will not be accepting donations during
the month of September. We are currently organizing
the warehouses to provide you a better service. Our
sincere apologies for any inconvenience.

The Right to Life group will begin meeting
again on the third Wednesday of the

month. Face coverings will be required and
we will follow social distancing

rules. Please call or email Stephanie Gibbs,
412-623-9550/ or sgibbs1074@gmail.com if you have
any questions or, just show up. We look forward to
seeing you!

PRAYER CHAIN:
Do you need a prayer said for yourself, loved one, friend
or someone? We are here to pray for you! Please email
our confidential prayer chain
at: prayerchain.iop@gmail.com today and we will pray
for you and yours! Would you like to be part of the
Prayer Chain Ministry, please email us
at prayerchain.iop@gmail.com today and join us in

praying!

Volunteers

A Needed!

The Infant of Prague Thrift Store is in desperate need of
volunteers to work in the Store and the warehouse. The
warehouse desperately needs male volunteers, even if
you can only give a few hours a week or on a Saturday,
no amount of time is too small. Please contact Jose
Cabrera at 910-347-4196 for more information or to
volunteer.

o=l gofor] < |4/

Faitihv Formation

Class begins on Sunday, September 20.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES for grades 1 through
Confirmation will begin on Sunday, September

20. Classes are held on Sundays from 9:15-10:15

am. It is necessary to register EACH year. Registration
forms can be found at the doors of IOP Church in the
clear plastic magazine holders - look for the bright yellow
forms. You can also contact the office to have a form
mailed to you. Due to the pandemic, registration will
NOT be held on Sunday mornings once classes

start. For your child to begin class on September 20,
registration forms must be received by September 15. A
copy of your child's BAPTISM CERTIFICATE must be on
file in the Faith Formation office. If you are transferring
from another parish, please provide a letter stating what
religious education your son/daughter has already
completed. If you would prefer to register your child and
work at home, please call Sr Barbara Marie.



Questions? Contact Sr Barbara Marie at 910-347-4196
ext 401 or email faithform.iop@gmail.com.

RCIA is in need of Sponsors for adults becoming
Catholic and those going through the Sacraments.
If interested please contact Immanuel Israel at
910-938-1708 or Larry Snow 910-207-3645.

An important part of the RCIA is the role of the
Sponsor; an active member of the local parish
Church that walks the journey with his/her
candidate.

To serve the goals of R.C.1.A., sponsors must be active,
practicing Catholics. The ideal sponsor is mature in their
faith and active, so as to connect their candidate or
catechumen to the parish, via parish activities, ministry,
and overall parish life, and be objective in their judgment
of a person's readiness or calling. Parishioners
interested in becoming an R.C.I.A. sponsor must:

- Be atleast 18 years old;

- Be fully initiated in the Catholic Church
(Baptism, Confirmation, 1st Holy Communion),

- If married, current marriage was witnessed by a
Catholic priest .

An invitation for adults who are interested in our
Catholic Faith. Are you thinking of joining the Church?
Do you have a family member or friend you would like to
introduce to the Catholic faith? Do you have questions
about what we believe? The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) is a process developed by the Catholic
Church for those over the age of 16 who wish to convert
to Catholicism. The process introduces and teaches
Catholic beliefs and practices.

Additionally if you are a Baptized Catholic desiring to
complete your Sacraments please contact us for
information and classes. All classes are held on Sunday
in the Parish Hall Library from 11:30-12:45,
SACRAMENTAL CLASSES BEGIN SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 13™. Mask will be worn as well as social
distancing practices will be put in place.

ORIENTATION: On Thursday’s at 6:00PM in the Parish
Hall library new people orientations are conducted which

includes answering any questions about the Catholic
faith or process for becoming Catholic. Wallk-ins are
welcome. If you are interested, or have questions,
please call Immanuel at 910-938-1708 or

email Immanuel.Israel2.iop@gmail.com or Larry Snow
910-207-3645.
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A HEART FELT thank you to ALL those who have been
able to help with the hours that are currently open in the
ADORATION CHAPEL. Due to the PANDEMIC, injury,
illness and some relocating; many of the adorers are
unable to come in at this time for their scheduled hour.
Below is a list of the hours that need coverage and if you
would like to help in covering the open hours, even if it is
just one hour; there is a clip board in the ADORATION
CHAPEL where you can sign up. O my LORD JESUS
CHRIST, WHO FOR THE LOVE you bear mankind
remain night and day in this SACRAMENT, all full of
tenderness and love expecting and receiving ALL those
who come to VISIT YOU. | believe that YOU are present
in the SACRAMENT of the alter. | ADORE you from the
depths of my own nothingness and thank YOU for all the
favors YOU have bestowed on me and especially for
having given me YOURSELF in this SACRAMENT.
AMEN. (in part written by St. Alphonsus Liguori)

. BEGNE wiTH JEBUS IN
Eu‘z;éfw'f A L trate E

MONDAY 8-9 a.m., TUESDAY 7-8 a.m., 8-9 a.m., 2-3
p.m. and 5-6 p.m., WEDNESDAY 5-6 p.m., THURSDAY
3-4 a.m., 2- 3 p.m. (NEEDS PRAYER PARTNER)
FRIDAY midnight-1 a.m., 1-2 p.m., 2-3 p.m., 5-6 p.m.,
SATURDAY 1-2 a.m., 3-4 p.m.

HOURS — Midnight to 6:00 a.m. Maureen Fiorello
353-0085 or 910-336-9359
HOURS - 6:00 a.m. to 12 noon
265-2970

HOURS — 12 noon to 6:00 p.m.  Bob Butler 320-7852
HOURS - 6:00 p.m. to 12 midnight = Madeleine Feagle
389-0764 or 577-5198

Bonnie DeBlieux

A conference call line has been established for

anyone wishing to pray the rosary. The rosary
) will be prayed every night at 7pm. Anyone

who would like to join in is welcome to do

so. All you have to do is dial 701-802-5275

and use the code 8429450%#.

St. Joseph Carmelite Community:

“But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in
her heart.”-Luke 2:19.

How do you pray? Do you find yourself praying in the
silence of your heart? Do you have a desire for a more
intimate relationship with God? Do you have a strong
Marian Devotion? You may be called to the Secular



Order of Discalced Carmelites. We are lay people who
are members of the Carmelite Order. We meet on the
first Saturday of the month at St. Mark’s Catholic Church
in Wilmington. For more information contact Theresa
Bogue at theresabogue@yahoo.com or call
(910)382-5559.

Spogtt o

P27 B85D Fundraiser

The Catholic Daughters will be sponsoring a curbside
pickup spaghetti dinner for $10 a plate on Sat. Sept. 12
after the 5 o'clock Mass. It will consist of spaghetti, meat
balls, salad, rolls and cookie. The portion size will be
enough to serve 2 children. Tickets will be available
from CDA members and Religious Gift Shop. For more
information contact Cherry Goodfred at 455-0522.

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM OPEN:

In order to stay in compliance with Governor Cooper's
mandates during Covid-19, the Religious Articles Room
will be open for business with the following stipulations:
1. All interested shoppers must exit the church from the
main entrance and form a line at the church's side
entrance located next to the parish hall and maintain a 6
foot distance from other shoppers.

2. No one will be allowed to enter from the inside church
doors next to the shop.

3. There can be no congregating in the church foyer
outside of the shop.

4. All shoppers must have a mask on while in line, while
shopping, and upon leaving the shop and church.

5. Only 2 shoppers will be permitted at one time.

6. There will be two shop attendants, one inside the
shop and one outside the shop ensuring rules are
followed.

7. Shop attendants must wear a mask at all times.

COLUMBIETTES:

Are you looking for a more spiritual, moral and charitable
organization to join? The Columbiettes are inviting you.
We are organizing an auxiliary at the Air Station. We will
have an informational meeting on September 17, 2020
at the base chapel. Supreme Sentinel, Marlene Korn will
be present to give a talk about the organization. If you
are eighteen years old, a practicing Catholic, we would
be very happy to have you join us. We will be taking
applications at the meeting. As always, we will be
practicing social distancing and masks are required. If
you would like further information please contact Taffy
Moore, taffykm1948@gmail.com or 919-612-5385

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR
SEPTEMBER 19 & 20, 202020:

READERS:
SAT. 5:00PM Laurie Holmes
SUN. 8:00AM Mike Babson
10:30AM  Judy ltable

ALTAR SERVERS:
SAT. 5:00PM
SUN. 8:00AM Stefan Aragona, Olivia Moulton, Lily
Place, Maggie Schilling
10:30AM  Jocelyn Carson, Eriksen & Nikolas
Komrs, William Smith

EUCHARISITIC MINISTERS:
SAT. 5:00PM Ginny Albano, Elizabeth Barone, Robbie
Hilton, Immanuel Israel, David Ratte
SUN. 8:00AM Johnny Carr, Wyonia Chevis, Bradford
Duross, Willa Feldhaus, Joan Flynn
10:30AM  Wilma Davis, Caoline Martin, Robert
Nastasi, Darwing Preciado, Nitza
Rodriguez

New programs and services will always be needed to
meet the ever-changing needs of our parishioners.
You or your loved ones can be memorialized by
endowing one of these important ministries through a
bequest in your Will.




BVM SHRINE & COLUMBARIA UPDATE

Blessed Virgin Shrine and Parish Columbarium. Construction is completed on a privately-funded
Shrine building for the Blessed Virgin Mary and nearly completed for a Parish Columbaria.

BVM Shrine. The Shrine structure is complete and will have a statue of our Lady of Grace on
a pedestal and a large Miraculous Medal, (front and back), on a wall behind her statue. A few
benches will be located in front of the Statue. Behind the wall will be an Altar for Committal services
from the Rite of Christian Funerals for those interred in the IOP Columbaria. The shrine will be
accessed from the parking lot immediately behind the entrance to the Adoration Chapel.

Columbaria. The Columbaria is for Parishioners who chose to be cremated and desire that
their remains be interred on the grounds of their church. The Columbaria will have “Niches” that will
hold two Urns. Each Niche will have a granite door with engraved information on the deceased.

The cost of internment in the IOP Columbaria is $2,200 for two urns, including engraving and
perpetual maintenance (does not include the urn).

Shrubbery and small trees will be placed along the sides of the Shrine and the sides and rear of the
Columbaria. The Columbaria will be accessed directly from the adjacent parking lot.

Anticipated completion dates for these privately-funded projects:

1. Shrine structure is complete.

2. Columbaria and Altar construction by late September.

3. Installation of the BVM Statue by mid-October.

4. Completion of landscaping by late October to mid November 2020.

Point of Contact for purchase of IOP Columbaria Niches is Mr. Jose Cabrera, Business Manager via
email @ iopbmanager@gamail.com or by phone (910) 347-4196.




Peter asked,
“Lord,

how often
must | forgive?
As many as
seven times?2”

MATTHEW 18:21

TWENTY-
FOURTH
SUNDAY
IN
ORDINARY
TIME
SEPTEMBER
1F3

2020

© ). S. Paluch Coy

GOD’S MERCY

In many of our relationships with others—friends, spouse, neighbors, or co-work-
ers—often the most difficult times come when someone damages the relationship.
There are moments when only apology and forgiveness can lead to healing. In this
week’s readings, we are reminded how our connection with God is woven into our
relationships with others. God is the source of all mercy, and all of us stand in need
of forgiveness. As we are able to accept the mercy of God deep within our hearts, we
become empowered to show mercy to others. When things go badly in our relation-
ships, we can remember that God is present at the center of these difficult moments.
God is offering grace to ask forgiveness, to receive apology, and to accept the for-
giveness extended to us.

FORGIVEN AND FORGIVING

In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls his followers to forgive “seventy-seven” times. In other
words, stop keeping track when forgiving others. But when we are hurt, this is really
hard to do. In fact, to protect ourselves from further hurt, we might be inclined to do
the opposite, and lash out. Jesus teaches the futility of this approach.

Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant reminds us that in the course of our lives
we have harmed others, and so distanced ourselves from God. We have also been
harmed by others. Like the servant, we sometimes owe a debt, and sometimes oth-
ers owe a debt to us. Here we are invited to stop the cycle of pain with the grace of
mercy. We are called to imitate our God, who forgives wholeheartedly.

PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE

It is also tempting to view this teaching on forgiveness in isolation. This would sug-
gest that the burden is placed entirely upon the offended person to go on forgiving,
without mentioning any accountability on the part of the offending person. This inter-
pretation can often be dangerous. The call to forgive should never be used as a cover
for bullying or for oppressive relationships of any kind.

It is helpful to consider all of chapter 18 in Matthew’s Gospel, which teaches about
forgiveness and reconciliation, and the exercise of authority in the Christian commu-
nity. Last week’s Gospel (Matthew 18:15-18) provides guidance on how Christians
can call to accountability someone who has hurt others, to protect the weak, and
to seek reconciliation as a community. The parable we hear today reminds us that,
like the master who protected the second servant from the cruelty of the unforgiving
servant, God seeks to guard the most vulnerable from harm.

The Gospel of Matthew presented an al-
ternative to the violence-based order of
his day. Matthew described Jesus’ vision
of community, in which power is used at
the service of all and the vulnerable are
protected and cherished.




Infant of Prague Catholic School
Proceeds beneiil (he I0PCS Middle School

October 10, 2020

11:00am to 2:00pm &  4:00pm o 7:00pm

Tickels available at the school or parish office or the I0P Thriit Store . Please email
10p@iopschool.nel or call (910) 455-0838 for more Iniormation.

$7.00 per plaie Carry Out

Whiteiish, Green Beans, Lunch Delivery
Coleslaw, & Hush Puppies (for orders of 10 or more plaies)
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